The Power of Baptism

Jesus said to His disciples before returning to heaven:
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28:20

Matthew?28:18 "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.

28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

28:20 "teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you

always, even to the end of the age." Amen.

Jesus ordered His disciples to recruit more disciples out of all the nations, and to baptise them.
Baptism is an important prerequisite for becoming oneof Jesus 8 di sci pl es,. Further mc

according to the Gospel of Mark, Jesus stated that baptism is a essential for salvation.

16:15
16:16

Mark16:15 "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.
16:16 "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be

condemned.



Whatever the purpose of baptism, it must be important to Jesus, because He commanded it just
before returning to heaven. It must also be very valuable because all nations are deserving of

it.

Then, what is baptism? What is the purpose of baptism? Who should be baptized?

2:38

Acts2:38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Here are three important points that were written about baptism. First, baptism is for those
who repent of their sins. Second, baptism is commanded for the remission of sin. Third, if you

are baptised, you shall be given the gift of the Holy Spirit.

8:5-13

Refer to Acts 8:5-13. As Philip preached the Good News of Jesus in Samaria, men and women
who believed his message and were baptized. So baptism is for those who believe in the Lord

Jesus.
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Acts8:12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of

God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.

8:35-39

Refer to Acts8:35-39. As Philip preached to the Ethiopian eunuch about the message of the
suffering Messiah according to the prophecy of Isaiah, the eunuch believed in the Lord Jesus

and was immediately baptised by Philip.

22:16

Acts 22:16. Ananias sent by God came to converted Saul, and said to him;

2216

Acts22:16 'And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins,

calling on the name of the Lord.'

In each case of conversion that is accounted for in detail in the book of Acts, baptism is
mentioned. Clearly it was an important theme in the apostolic message. It was necessary for the
remission of sins. It was necessary for the washing away of sins. And it was done immediately,

without delay upon conversion. The apostles thought baptism was essential for salvation.



So what did Paul think about baptism?
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6:4

Romans6:3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death?
6:4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

Baptism is not just a symbolical ceremony. It is a real spiritual regeneration that you experience
with Christ. Just as Jesus died for our sins and was raised into new life on the third day, new
Christians are baptised and buried in water, allowing their old ways of life to die. And as they
emerged from the water, they were born again to a new life with Christ. Because the old ways of

life were dead, they were powerfully motivated to resist sin.

3:26
3:27

Galatians3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

3:27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.



Because of baptism, we are united with Christ. We all mature spiritually to become more like
Christ. We wear the character of Christ, as we would don new clothing. Baptism leads us to

bountiful blessings. It leads us to experience the power of Christ.

Who will unite us with Christ? Who will create us to become more like Christ?
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2:13

Colossians 2:12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through

faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

2:13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made

alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,

Baptism is the work of God. He will work in us, unite us with Christ. It is God who washes away
our sins, and change us for the better. God is the Great Physician, and we are His patients. All

we need to do is to trust in His treatment and leave everything in His hands.
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By the way, do you know that other denominations practise infant baptism? Is that biblical?
No, it i1snd. It is because baptism according to the Bible requires two clear prerequisites. One of
them is faith. Let go back to Acts8:12.
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Acts8:12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of

God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.

People in Samaria believedi n Phi |l i pds message and were baptised

not mature enough to be able to believe in the message as an adult would.

2:38

The second prerequisite for baptism is repentance. Please turn to Acts2:38.

2:38

Acts2:38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

If one is a penitent believer, he may be baptised. But infants are not capable of repentance. So
they must wait for baptism until they are capable of believing Jesus as their personal Saviour

and repentant of their sins.
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23:43

Then, what about the thief on the cross? One of the two thieves scoffed at Jesus, but the other
protested, pointing out that they deserved their sentence, and repented for his sins. He believed
in the Jesus the crucified, and received the promise of the heavenly Kingdom. Jesus said, d

assure you, you will be with me in paradise.0 He was saved. But he was not baptised.

Is baptism is essential to salvation? Yes, it is very essential. But we should know there are going
tobemany i n heaven whlebapasedeDythg patdents woultl lee an example. I
believe God will save them if they gave their hearts to the Lord even though they were too weak
to be immersed in water. If a person wants to be baptised, but isnd@ able to, it would never be an
obstacle for his or her salvation. The Lord is merciful. People in the Old Testament did not

practice baptism, but I believe many of them will be saved.



Why is this so? It is because Jesus was baptised. He was not baptised to wash away His own
sins. He was not baptised merely to show an example that we should also be baptised. He was
baptised for those who could not and cannot be baptised, and guaranteed that they would go to

heaven.

Baptism is what Jesus commanded us to receive. It is essential to salvation. It is essential to
wash away our sins. It is so important that we should not procrastinate to accept it when we are
converted. It is a moment when we are spiritually born-again. It is not simply a formal
ceremony. As we repent of our sins, accept Jesus as our personal Saviour, and are baptised, God

works thru baptism and He continues to help us mature to become more like Jesus.

Baptism is the beginning of our Christian life. We should repent of our sins daily before the Lord.
We should give our heart to Him daily. We should ask Him to transform our character thru the

Holy Spirit. That is because the power of evil seeks to control each one of us.



Jesus was tempted by Satan after His baptism. We also face many temptations after our
baptism. We may temporarily go astray which is against God® will. But thru prayer, we can
return to the Lord. If we are unable to pray, we can ask someone to pray for us. We can ask more

people to pray. God will certainly help us with His mighty hands.

Jim  Mary Jim Mary

There was a couple: Jim and Mary. They loved much each other. Jim was working on his
postgraduate studies and his wife Mary had to work to support them. After a couple of months
she began to fall deeply in love with one of her managers. His kindness caught her attention.
She struggled. She could not forget him. Even when her husband was with her, she was
constantly thinking about him. At times when that man placed his hands on her arm as they
talked, she enjoyed that sensation immensely. She just couldn 6 t  hand 9o shie dalled her

pastor and asked him to pray for her.
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One day this man invited her to his apartment to see his stamp collection. She automatically
replied, OOh, I couldnd do that without my husband being with me.6 At that instant, a tide of
fear flooded her mind as she realised what would take place in his apartment if she were alone
with him. And a passage which she had memorised as a child flashed through her mind, which
was what Joseph said when he was tempted. c0How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin

against God?0



Because baptism is the beginning of our Christian life, Satan will work hard on those who are
baptised. We must overcome many difficult times in our lives. But I believe that God will
certainly protect us if we keep praying daily, giving our hearts to the Lord. Baptism will
certainly lead us to bountiful blessings. Jesus can do what we cannot. He can protect us from
that which we would be defenceless against. He can transform us into what we would never be
otherwise. He is our only hope. It is my prayer that we all are united with the Lord Jesus to

receive His daily abundant blessings. Amen.
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