Maranatha

Christians of the early church used to greet each other by saying Gmaranatha, « - ""v-é It
means our Lord, comedin Aramaic. It is found only once in the New Testament. It was added to

the closing greeting of the letter addressed to the members of the Corinthian church.
16:22

Corinthians16:22 If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed. O Lord,

come (Maranatha)!

Paul had addressed many problems in this letter, because he hoped to help the believers
strengthen their attitudes and actions and to bring them back in line with the truth. Some of
them did not love the Lord. To such people Paul said; det him be accursed.6 The words det him
be accursedd mean dbe placed under God& wrath.6 This is a very serious expression. Paul was

warning to say, af you dond love the Lord Jesus, you will be put under God& wrath.6

But Paul loved the Lord Jesus. After having said the warning words he added the Aramaic word

omaranathad (Our Lord, come). For Paul, this word was a wonderful hope, the very best he could



look forward to. He loved the Lord Jesus. He really wanted to see the Lord as soon as possible.
He could hardly wait. Probably the believers in those times had the same feeling. Paul here
chose the Aramaic word in the Greek letter to the Corinthians, and the word must have been

widely used in the primitive church in Palestine like Gamendand thosanna.o

John, the disciple of Jesus, used the similar phrase to conclude the book of Revelation.

22:20

Revelation22:20 He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming quickly." Amen. Even

so, come, Lord Jesus!

John believed in Jesus@coming. As he heard Jesus saying éSurely I am coming quickly,6 after the
message of Revelation shown in vision, he immediately said, GAmen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 06
Though this verbal expression is just a little bit different from the one of Paul, you can see that
John also really looked forward to seeing Jesus coming back soon again. He had the spirit of
maranatha. It is my wish that we us do the work of faith with the spirit of maranatha like Paul,

John, and many other Early Christians.

= W o=

What preparations do you have when you have visitors coming to your home?
1. Cleaning: Perhaps you clean your house.
2. Make-up: Women might put on some make up.

3. Change of Clothes: You might change your clothes.



4. Tea: You might serve tea and some sweets.

Then what preparations are required before Jesus comes?

Spiritual Cleaning: You let the Holy Spirit clean your heart. You repent and receive forgiveness.

Spiritual Make-up: A smile is the best make-up than anything else. It expresses your daily

experience thru our joy of salvation.

Spiritual Change of Clothes: Clothes symbolizes our character. It is very important to change

our flawed character and bad habits through the work of the Holy Spirit.

Spiritual Tea: When you want to talk with someone, you often serve tea. Do you have anything
that youd@ like to talk about with Jesus when meet Him? If you dond, you@e probably not
ready to meet Him. If you have something to talk about or would like to hear, it@ natural for us

to want to meet Him. Isnd that true?



When I retire from my ministry, I want to go to Europe once more. I don@ know if this will come
to fruition, but I would really like to say &hank youdto those who took care of me. I am so much
in their debt for their help and love. I received a large scholarships from Newbold College while
I studies there, and graduated without incurring any debt. I also received scholarships from the
British Union Conference as well as the Adventist publishing house in Norway and Sweden.
Because of my poor English, I went to my English tutor for help with my essays. When I was
working as literature evangelist, people provided me with places to stay without charging me
any rent. When I had a trouble with my car, my landlord came to tow my car. Reviewing my past,
I owe many people for their kindness in my youth. As I am independent now, I try to repay their
kindness by helping those who are in need, but would still like to meet them again in person to

say thank you.6

What would you want to say to Jesus, when you meet Him? Would you complain about the
difficult times that you had? Or would you want to say &hank youd? If you believe in Jesus as
your personal Saviour, In sure that you would express your gratitude to Him. I am certain that

Paul and John could not hold their joy, and said omaranathaédur Lord, comedto Jesus.

1@l like to ask you one thing, as you started the New Year. That is to count the number of
blessings which you have received from Jesus, and share them with somebody else. If you are
thankful for what you have received from Him, you will want to meet Him. But if you are not,

you probably wond.



John concluded the book of Revelation with a prayer, T'he grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all. Amen.6It is my prayer that the grace of the Lord be poured upon you, and that you
be filled with joy and gratitude so that you will say, 0ur Lord, come, Maranatha.6



